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On the Radar at Regional Voices
September 2011
Welcome to the Regional Voices update of “what’s on the radar”, from our position as a Strategic Partner of the Department of Health.  Follow the links at the end of each section to read the article in full.
Regional Voices feeds “voice” from the voluntary sector, and its beneficiaries, across England, into policy makers around health and social care.  If you have any thoughts on an of the issues raised in this update do contact us, either on the Regional Voices website comments function (at the bottom of the news item), or directly through your regional health and social care network 
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Future Forum: Phase 2

The Department of Health has confirmed that the NHS Future Forum will continue to gather views from patients, service users and professionals following its listening exercise about proposals to reform the NHS. Read the Regional Voices submission to the Future Forum’s initial “Listening Exercise”. Phase 2 is a further opportunity for the voluntary sector to put forward views and expertise about the proposed reforms.  Read more about Phase 2 of the Future Forum. Regional Voices is hosting a second series of events with the NHS Future Forum which will help to ensure that the views of the voluntary sector are fed in. The events will start in Cambridgeshire on 4th October and tour the country, finishing in Birmingham on 21st October. The Regional Voices events will help to enable patient, service user and carer groups and wider voluntary and community sector leaders, including Local Involvement Networks, to have their say. Members of the Future Forum will attend each meeting. Find out about an event near you.


Health and Wellbeing Boards

Over the summer there has been considerable development in the new structure for partnership working in health and social care- the Health and Wellbeing Board (HWB). 138 of 152 local authorities have signed up to be “early implementers” and have started forming their shadow HWBs.  The Department of Health is facilitating the “early implementer network” to share learning between developing HWBs- to which there are several ways the voluntary sector can feed in.  Read more about Health and Wellbeing Boards.   Regional Voices is collecting case studies about effective engagement between “health architecture” and the voluntary sector (past and present) Link to find out how to share your examples of good engagement. 
Towards More Effective Local Commissioning
VSNW and Regional Voices commissioned research into how the voluntary sector works with commissioners to co-design innovative solutions to community health and wellbeing issues.  It demonstrates the value of working flexibly with the voluntary sector and the dangers that large scale contracting pose to creative collaborative working.  Case studies have been collected from across the North West, with input from VCOs and commissioners.  Read the recommendations and the report: Towards More Effective Commissioning of Local Voluntary Sector Organisations.
Any Qualified Provider

Choice and competition have been cornerstones of the Coalition’s plans to modernise the NHS, since the launch of the health white paper and the supporting document: “Liberating the NHS: Greater choice and control”. The choice of Any Qualified Provider (AQP) is to be offered when patients are referred by their GP for a particular service.  Each PCT cluster area will be bringing in AQP for three or more services by next April from a list of potential areas of work including some community services, psychological therapies and muscular-skeletal services for back and neck pain. There should be some local consultation about prioirity areas for AQP in Sept/Oct.  Potential providers will be asked to register from April 2012.  Read more about AQP and the implications of the voluntary sector. 
Public and Patient Engagement and the NHS Commissioning Board
The NHS Commissioning Board, as it establishes, wants to build a relationship with the voluntary sector that achieves greater patient and public involvement, and supports co-production.  It is looking for expertise from the voluntary sector around setting up those relationships in its new structure; what kind of arrangements that would need to be put in place to enable the Board to draw on expertise from the sector in a flexible way and how they should balance public/patient and professional influence at every level. Read more about influencing the establishment of the NHSCB.
New Briefings Published for the VCS
An Overview of the Health Transition: Regional Voices has updated its briefing about the health transition and the implications for the voluntary sector, following the outcomes of the first Future Forum listening exercise. Download briefing about the health transition period.
Influencing the New Health System in a Local Area: Regional Voices has produced this briefing in partnership with NCVO and NAVCA to give a simple overview of which organisations will be important at a local level in the new health agenda, and advice on how to engage with and influence them. Download briefing on influencing the new health system in a local area.
Next On the Radar:

· The Department of Health have this week launched “Caring for our future: shared ambitions for care and support” and plan to engage with people who use care and support services, carers, local councils, care providers, and the voluntary sector about the priorities for improving care and support.  More information to follow about opportunities to influence.
· Developments in public health and the implications for the VCS.
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In each of the nine English regions there is a network which champions the engagement of the third sector within the region.  They provide the bridge between local and national policy and share good practice across the region.  On a national level, Regional Voices connects each of the regional networks, enabling the critical connection between national, regional and local infrastructure.  Regional Voices is funded through the Department of Health Third Sector Strategic Partners Programme to ensure input from the sector in developing health and social care policy and to support organisations to improve health and social care services. As one of the eighteen Strategic Partners, Regional Voices is strengthening links between the Department of Health and the third sector.  
Jo Whaley, Regional Voices
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